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From the President

J

esus commissions us to live and share the
gospel, and this implies both a pressing
need and a great sense of urgency.

With the gospel as the only means of salvation
for humanity, and faced with the reality of sin,
suffering, and death that characterizes this postmodern age in which we live, the people of God
must redirect their pastoral work in the light of
this divine mandate:
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying,
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20, NASB).
The whole word for the whole world means
preaching the gospel to the unreached without
adding to or taking away from Jesus’ message;
edifying all believers with all teachings in the
Scriptures to become true Christian disciples;
worshipping the one and only God in all time,
place, and circumstance and opposing all
idolatry, which is sin; fellowshipping with one
another as a sign and testimony of unity,
overcoming cultural, racial, and linguistic
barriers so the world will believe in Jesus; and
serving our neighbors in order to transform their
lives and surroundings.
Jesus sends us to carry out the totality of the
redemptive mission. It is not a privilege for some,
but a responsibility for all. We must go to the
whole world, with
the whole message
from God’s Word,
knowing that He is
with us all.

Group photo taken during IMC
Zone 5 Africa Convention, in
Offinso Ghana, August 2018

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®,
Copyright © 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977,1995 by The
Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

IMC News

Ramon Ruiz
President
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IMC Zone 5 Africa Convention
“Becoming a Christ
Centred Church” was the
theme of the 2018 IMC
Zone 5 Africa Convention in
Offinso, Ashanti, Ghana, West
Africa, held August 8-13.
Representatives of 16 African
countries participated with
international visitors from Australia,
Jamaica, Germany, UK, USA, and
Canada. The convention featured
inspiring sermons, presentations,
devotions, song and dance,
fellowship meals, and various
workshops.
Participating leaders plan to share
what they learned with members in
their respective countries. Join in the
celebrations through these few photos
of what took place there, with
additional photo and video content
online at imc.cog7.org.

“

The IMC Zone 5 Africa convention has helped
me as a pastor. It has been such a blessing. In
fact, it has changed forever the emphasis of
what I’ll be preaching - I understand better
what it means to be more Christ-centred.

IMC News

Print copies of
IMC News
at your local printer,
and share with
your church fellowship.
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ECUADOR

T

hanks be to God for the work
of Pastor Daniel Flores Jr. of
McAllen, TX, USA during his
recent visit to the Church of
Equatorial Guinea in Africa.

A

ugust 8-13, evangelism
workshops took place in
Ecuador, South America.

These workshops were held in two
places: Llano Grande (North Quito)
and Lago Agrio (six hours from
Quito). In Llano Grande, nine
congregations, with approximately
130 people attended, and in Lago
Agrio, four congregations participated, with approximately 40 people.
In both places, the blessing of the
fellowship among the brothers who
attended from the different places of
the country was experienced. I thank
the Lord for the care and guidance in
this journey and I hope that in all
things He will be glorified.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA
This small country is unique in that it
is the only African nation whose
official language is Spanish.
Brother Daniel is the first member of
our church to visit this country,
having participated as a preacher
during the Zone 5 Africa Convention
held in Ghana during the month of
August.
In the image, next to him from left to
right: Pastor Miguel Ondo, Pastor
Zabulón Ebang, and Vitalicio Engaga.
Please pray for these brethren, that
God will strengthen them and give
them courage to preach the gospel in
this part of the world.

INDIA

I

n Kothagudem, Khammam
District, India, a building was
completed with a roof to assist
our faithful brothers and sisters there
and was dedicated by Pastor T.V.
Rao. Further funds will plaster the
walls, install flooring, and finish other
work in due course of time.

Jacob Rao, India,
Zone 4 Representative
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Jorge Gillig,
Argentina, Zone 3 Representative

imc.cog7.org
COLOMBIA

P

eace. Through this means I
send you this report of our
recent trip to Colombia.

On Sabbath we worshipped with the
El Lucero congregation in Bogotá,
with a very good attendance. On
Sunday we began our workshops on
evangelism.

church that serves, evangelizes, edifies
and worships God with deeds and
words. In other words, it is a living
church. Glory to the Lord!
I hope in God that this brief report
will encourage you, as much as your
servant. The Lord bless you.
Jorge Gillig,
Argentina, Zone 3 Representative

On Monday, we met with the
National Council and with Pastor José
Caballero. These were informative
activities of the Church in general and
on Tuesday we finished with the
workshops. Thank God for the strong
participation.
Pastor José Caballero from Venezuela
was in Bogotá with us and we were
able to discuss future work projects.
I take this opportunity also to
highlight the progress that the
Church is making in Colombia. It is a
true witness of the Lord’s work. It is a
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They have been working in the local
community with children and a local
nursing home. They have also shared
the gospel message a few times at
their local shopping centre through a
sausage sizzle.

PUERTO RICO

W

e give God thanks for the
visit we made to the
Congregation of the
Highest Yahweh in Puerto Rico who,
like us, keep the commandments of
God and has the faith of Jesus!
After one year of our being in contact
with their leaders, God allowed us to
share with them as brothers in Christ.
Thank you for your prayers that this
church might become part of the
IMC.

In the above photo, Brother José Luis
Ramírez from Mexico made first
contact with the Congregation of the
Highest Yahweh in Puerto Rico. In
the centre, is the Pastor and President,
Reynaldo Moya.
In addition to Puerto Rico, this
faithful community has churches in
the Dominican Republic and several
congregations in the United States.
Let us continue to pray for the growth
of our church!
Ramon Ruiz, IMC President

Recently they did a letter drop
(thousands of brochures) in the local
community informing the people of
the presence of the church.
They also have a website entitled “The
Church of God’s Love” where you can
listen to sermons and find information
regarding the Church.
http://www.churchofgodslove.com/
I am looking forward to visiting the
church again sometime next year.
Phil Kordahi (Australia)
IMC Zone 6 Representative

NEW ZEALAND

M

y wife and I travelled at the
end of August to New
Zealand to visit Elder
David Kidd and his wife.
They live on the North Island at
Tauranga.
They have established themselves in a
lovely home setting with a home
church of up to 18 people attending
Sabbath service and a Wednesday
night Bible study group.
The brethren made us welcome and
they seem to have a loving spirit
amongst them.

IMC News
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required standards by
the government, some
of our fellowships now
have nowhere to meet.
This is one of the key
challenges that we face
as the Rwandan church.
TTM: And what are
you doing to make sure
that it is not as bad as it
is?

Interview - Rwanda
Pastor Job Emmanuel Habyalimana talks about
life and ministry in Rwanda with Tshidzanani Malaba.
(Interpreted by Abrahams Odongo)
TTM: Thank you my brother. We just
want to know which country you
come from, and your name.

and that God revealed to them the
true name of this church is “Church
of God”.

JE: I come from Rwanda and my
name is Job Emmanuel Habyalimana.

TTM: What are the most memorable
times you can share?

TTM: Is this the first time you’ve
attended an African convention?

JE: My decision to accept and receive
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour,
and even the revelation of the truth
that I should worship him on the
Sabbath Day, and that I should keep
the Ten Commandments as a sign of
obedience to him. That is my most
memorable experience in my
Christian faith.

JE: This is my second time.
TTM: Can you tell us a little about
your country and your family?
JE: In my life I do the ministry work,
and we have twelve scattered
churched in Rwanda.
TTM: How did you first get to know
about the Church of God (Seventh
Day)?
JE: I got this information from my
brother who told me about the
baptism by immersion in the name of
Jesus Christ. I got to know about the
church through teachings; there were
others who came from various
different backgrounds and denominations, so we were working with
them, teaching them. These people
joined us, they told us that they were
commanded by the Holy Spirit to
stop worshipping on the Sunday and
start worshipping on the Sabbath,
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JE: So, meanwhile in
our congregations
where they can’t
fellowship together, we
have pastors whom we
have assigned and they move from
one house of the members to another,
encouraging members, teaching them
the Word of God, and even praying
with them. And, we are encouraging
such congregations to start making
their own bricks so that we can have
bricks, so in the future in the
meanwhile they are making bricks,
their pastors are giving them some
level of spiritual care.
TTM: Are you familiar with the IMC
Ten Point Vision of the Church of God
(Seventh Day)?
JE: I am not aware.
TTM: Are you able to read anything
in English, maybe?
JE: Not so much.

TTM: What is the greatest strength in
your pastoral area?

TTM: So, you’d like this teaching in
your own language then?

JE: My strength in the ministry lies in
the help I receive from God that has
enabled me to travel all over the
country to preach to people and
witness to other brethren and even to
open churches.

JE: It should either be translated into
Swahili, Kiriwanda or Kirundi.

TTM: Would you comment on the
challenges that exist and what you
are facing in Rwanda?
JE: In sometimes past we were not
having any challenge concerning our
fellowship, but since the government
passed the legislation that churches
must be made to conform to the

TTM: Is there anything from this
conference that you take which relates
to the Ten Point Vision? What do you
find easiest to preach or teach on?
JE: What I can go and share, as a
church, we need to be and put our
focus in Christ, so that we can become
a Christ-centred church. Without
Christ in every aspect of the church
there can be no good result expected.
So, I’m going to show them that in
everything that we do, we going to do
in Christ and for Christ.

6

TTM: Which topics to you find
difficult to teach and preach, and
why?

Working together via video conference

JE: I have a challenge in
understanding the book of Daniel and
Revelation.
TTM: Why do you think so that it is
difficult for you?
JE: I don’t understand how the
prophecy of Daniel relates to the
revelation of John.
TTM: Since you don’t have English,
do you have any literature in Swahili
you have received from the IMC?
JE: I have not received any literature
that is printed in Swahili, but I
struggle to try and see it in the
English version.
TTM: So, I guess the book “This We
Believe” is not available in Swahili.
JE: Yes, yes.
TTM: Finally, what do you think is
the greatest move in your church?
JE: Because there are workers who are
willing to go and evangelise and
share the gospel, but they lack any
way of elaborating them. For
example, they can’t afford to travel to
various parts to preach. If they had a
way or a means of being supported so
they can reach out to the people, then
the Church can grow.
TTM: So, you need support for
preachers to go out?
JE: Right now, if they can be
supported well, but the most urgent
need is the issue of worship
structures, because even if you preach
and win souls, where will you direct
them to? So, according to me, if I
were to be asked which one is the
priority need, I would say the issue of
worship structures is a priority need
because the evangelists can go and
preach, but when they win souls, we
have nowhere, no specific meeting
place to direct them.
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O

ver the past two years, since
the last International
Ministerial Congress meeting
in Argentina 2016, the IMC officers,
together with various subcommittees,
have met over 100 times, via video
conference, to discuss and consult on
the work of our growing international
church.
The screen capture above pictures the
Global Church Administration
subcommittee when they met on 8
November 2018 to further their work
on the establishment of the
International Federation of the
Church of God (Seventh Day).

TTM: And, you do you think a Bible
school would help in any way
covering like your weaker areas?
JE: Yes, it would greatly help, even
though studying through it can be a
challenge because not all people can
access Internet. It is expensive for
Rwandans, so most people cannot
afford it.
TTM: Finally, what is the word that
you want the world to know about
the Rwanda church? What’s your last
message to the global church?
JE: I am appealing first and foremost
to all to pray for us. Secondly, I’m
appealing for assistance and support
in building and constructing worship

Pictured are Bryan Cleeton (USA),
Paulo Coelho (Portugal), Robert
Crawford (UK, Africa), John Klassek
(Australia), Tluang Kung (Myanmar),
Whaid Rose (USA), and Ramon Ruiz
(Mexico).
The work of this subcommittee will
be presented at the congress to be
held at a yet-to-be-determined venue
in 2020.
Please continue to pray that God
would uplift, uphold, and guide our
leaders around the world in the work
of the Holy Spirit, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

structures in Rwanda, because we
have laboured so much to preach to
people, and they believe to come to
church. Now, if they can’t find a place
to worship, according to the
government regulations, they might at
one point be enticed and join other
religious organisations. This is our
priority need for support and prayer.
TTM: Thank you, my brother, for the
wonderful interview!
JE: Amen, amen!

See this interview online
http://imc.cog7.org/video.html
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CRISTO
VIENE
A Ministry of the Church of God (Seventh Day)

C

risto Viene Missionary
Orlando Romero and his
wife Lucy, (Mexico),
officially began their work in
Lima, Peru, in February of this year.
A new mission was planted in La Campina last
November as a result of a SHINE medical and
dental mission composed of CoG7 medical
professionals from the USA and Mexico. For
three months following the medical mission, a
team of four members of the Church in Mexico
carried out additional evangelistic activities and
discipled new sympathizers.
Since that time, the Church in La Campina has
matured to a group of approximately 25 in
regular attendance and has had numerous
baptisms.

Please keep the church in Peru in your prayers,
and consider supporting the important evangelistic
work of Cristo Viene, now supporting 92 workers
in 15 countries.

The International Ministerial Congress relies on your regular financial support

Share in international ministry.
Donating online is easy, effective,
and blesses many.

Working towards doctrinal unity.
Building a global church federation.
Theological training, translation, visitation.
Equipping missions. Church assistance.
Engaging world evangelism.

https://imc.cog7.org:4443/donate.html
International Ministerial Congress of the Church of God (Seventh Day)
IMC News
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A Christ-Centred

Church

G

reetings in the wonderful name
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ!

It is an honour to pray, work, and celebrate
together all the good God is doing among us.
Each of us has opportunities to encourage one
another to press on toward the prize for which God
has called us.
While the mission of the Church is to go and make
disciples, we must understand that we are first and
foremost called to Jesus Christ. We did not choose
Him; He chose us. In all things Jesus is supreme, and
that must be evident in our lives. When Christ is at
the centre of who we are, both individually and as a
church, only then do the questions of who we are and
what we do find their proper resolution and focus.
These and many other insights are why the theme of
“A Christ-Centred Church” is so important.
With Christ at the centre, actively working in us and
sending us as His ambassadors, all we do is for His
glory and according to His purpose, not our own. We
do not work or act in our own strength and wisdom,

IMC News

but in His. In this way, we declare Christ’s works,
because He is the one who motivates what we do and
the one who defines who we are. Jesus said that apart
from Him we can do nothing. With Christ at the
centre, we have everything we need to live a holy life
and be His faithful witnesses.
As we work together around the world in unison, we
will talk about the centrality of Jesus Christ to
everything we are and everything we do. He is our
paradigm, setting the example for us to follow as His
disciples.
May we be a church that puts Christ and His mission
first so that in all things,
Christ might have the
preeminence
(Colossians 1:18).

Bryan Cleeton
Executive Director
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TEN POINT VISION
Recognising that vision is critical to church health, in
the late 1990s the US / Canadian Conference
carefully crafted a Vision of the Vibrant 21st Century
Church it hopes to become, built on these ten
pillars:
!
Christ Centred
!
Bible Based
!
Sabbath Celebrating
!
Spirit Formed,
!
Distinct Yet Inclusive
!
Passionate in Worship
!
Compassionate in Service
!
Engaging in Witness
!
United in Fellowship
!
Committed to Discipleship
Not only is this dream quickly becoming the
Conference’s new reality, by God’s grace, in 2016
the International Ministerial Congress recognised the
value of this biblically unifying statement and
embraced it as the overarching vision for the
church-at-large. To God be the glory!
Whaid Rose, Vice President

The Bible Advocate has been more than a publication that
presents the Church’s teachings. It has served as one of its
most effective missionaries, establishing indigenous churches
in numerous countries around the world.
One hundred fifty-plus years is a long time for a magazine to
be around. Innumerable changes have taken place, including
digital editions on the Internet, postings on social media, and
Spanish translation. But two things haven’t changed: the grace
of God through Christ and the truths of God’s Word. These
encapsulate the message that the Bible Advocate endeavours
to publish till Jesus returns.
Download your copy from http://baonline.org
IMC News
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About this newsletter

D

ear beloved brethren, with
greetings of love, joy, and
peace in Christ Jesus.

Cristo Viene (CV) is a ministry with more than 15
years in evangelistic efforts, and on which more
than ninety missionaries rely in 15 countries.
Seven countries within IMC regularly support
this ministry.

The International Ministerial Congress is
conscious about the good communication among Video sermons and interviews streamed from the
its members in the body of Christ, and thus we
IMC website, featuring leaders who serve among
are introducing “IMC News”, a newsletter with
us, focussing on various ministries and projects
the express purpose of sharing
(including building, orphans, radio,
relevant information from the
and schools), as well as insights into
ministries and missions that exist
Helping us all
the successes and challenges of
throughout our international church.
ministry in various countries.
with the aim of
For example, help during natural
disasters is facilitated by uniting in
prayer and extending fundraising
support for those who experience
these events. We did this during the
earthquake last year in Mexico as
well as with the volcanic eruption in
Guatemala.

always working
towards the
mission of the
church as Christ
leads.

New missions around the world have been
established in Peru, New Zealand, Bolivia,
Angola, and Mozambique, and a recent visit was
made to the African Republic of Equatorial
Guinea. Many willing and humble servants of
God work tirelessly for the establishment and
growth of the Church.
SHINE (Medical-Dental and Evangelical
Missions) has more than ten years of service in
more than 13 countries, led by the church in the
USA and Canada.

“IMC News” will also feature
information about the growth and
development of our churches
established in more than 40
countries. Together let’s give thanks
to God and celebrate for what He is
doing among His people.

Finally, by God’s grace, we will also bring you
articles featuring theological and evangelism
topics, helping us all with the aim of always
working towards the mission of the church as
Christ leads.
For now, receive
brotherly greetings
from the IMC officers,
as well as from the
Zone representatives
throughout the seven
world zones.
Ramon Ruiz
President

IMC News
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