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Welcome and worship

G

iven the proximity of the Lord’s Supper
scheduled this year on Thursday, April
18, we are inevitably confronted to
review the theme of the unity within the church.
Unity is one of the great meanings experienced in
the Lord’s Supper, for unity must exist among all
those who have accepted Christ as their Lord and
Saviour.
Participating in these sacred emblems means that
we are all united in the same body, that is, in the
body of Christ. The apostle Paul says:
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a
participation in the blood of Christ? The bread
that we break, is it not a participation in the
body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we
who are many are one body, for we all partake
of the one bread. (1Corinthians 10:16-17)
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The Lord’s Supper

This text was directed at the believers in the city
of Corinth, a community that did not fully
understand the spiritual richness of the Lord’s
Supper. Instead, they were divided among
themselves, and this negatively affected the
testimony of the gospel of Christ.
Unlike other fraternal gatherings, where guests
may eat and drink different dishes and drinks
according to their preference, the Lord’s Supper
menu is restricted to the fruit of the vine and
unleavened bread. There is no need for anything
else because we are not many, but only one body,
and all the members of the body are familiar with
what these emblems represent: the blood that
was spilled and the body that was broken, from
the One who loved us to death.
As we sit at the table and partake of bread and
wine, we affirm that all believers are united in
one body. This act not only transcends all
frontiers, languages, and ethnic groups, but also
transcends all socio-political, cultural, and
economic barriers. The church is the only
organism in the world where all kinds of barriers
collapse before the immense love of the One who
tells us: “Do this in remembrance of me.”

Continued on page 10
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Congress 2020
Beloved leaders of the Church of God (Seventh
Day) throughout the world. Greetings of peace in
Christ our Lord.

1. Selection of delegates and observers. Each
country has the right to send one representative
delegate and other alternative.

We want to inform you that the IMC officers have
tentatively agreed to host the IMC 2020 Congress
Session in Zone 5 on the African continent. Thus,
we look forward to continuing to reflect the
consensus of the Church progressively throughout
the world, and in doing so, expressing the spirit of
inclusiveness of the gospel of Christ.

2. Passports. Ensure all delegates have current
passports. It is a requirement that a passport is
valid at least six months prior to exiting the host
country.

We are currently working on all the logistics in the
host country selection process, and are considering
things like airport accessibility, visa requirements,
food and lodging facilities, costs, preferred dates,
ministry and membership support, etc. As soon as
these details are confirmed, we will let everyone
know.
However, it is necessary for each country to begin
now to plan for this event. We recommend that the
following is planned for:

3. Financial planning. It is essential that each
country dedicate savings to defray travel expenses
for their IMC delegates. The amount to save would
be the cost of an air ticket, as well as $900 USD per
person for registration (to cover accommodation,
local transport, and meals).
Closer to the congress date, all delegates will be
informed of the theme and agenda.
Of course, any suggestions on your part will be
welcomed for consideration and possible inclusion
in the 2020 congress session.

Delegates representing 44 countries in the International
Ministerial Congress convene every four years to carry
out the business of the international Church. Please pray
for the success in planning the 2020 session.

The Whole Word for the Whole World
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imc.cog7
.org
“The Church We Must
Be”

Group photo of delegates at the IMC Zone 2 Convention in Belize, Central America.

T

he IMC Zone 2 Convention held in
Belize, Central America, March 7-

that is Dynamic in Evangelism, and a church that is
Compassionate in Service.

10, 2019, was a remarkable success, with

On Sabbath, IMC delegates travelled to a nearby
convention centre to join in worship services with 500
members from neighbouring Church of God (Seventh
Day) congregations.

vibrant worship, inspired teaching,
collaboration and vision casting.

With the theme of “The Church We Must Be,” the
event was attended by 130 delegates from ten
countries: Belize, Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Costa Rica, US
and Australia.
Delegates presented updates on their country’s
history, ministry work, challenges, and successes.

Special attribution also goes to all who served,
including delicious meals, equipment and venue hire,
transport, accommodation, with sermons and various
meetings, as well as numerous acknowledgements at
the close of the Zone 2 Convention.
Thanking God for His good work among us!

Topics inspired by the IMC
Ten-Point Vision included
messages on the Centrality of
Christ, a church that is Spirit
Formed, a church that is
Sabbath celebrating, a church

See additional photos, videos and interviews at
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EVANGELISM
TRAINING

G

C Missions evangelism
training took place in
McAllen, Texas, USA,
on 25-27 January. One hundred
ninety attendees gathered to
understand the importance of
their role as ambassadors of
Christ and to answer the call to
share the good news of the
gospel.

Obeying Jesus was the theme of
the training and the different
workshops, and the church was
confronted to reach others
without any excuses.
Attendees were further challenged
to share their personal testimony
to people close to them with the
main purpose of glorifying the
name of Jesus.

Speakers provided different reallife scenarios, a panel for
questions, and most importantly
the necessary tools to obey the
call we are designed for.
Jamin Teran Trujillo

MCALLEN, TEXAS, USA

Central America, Zone 2
Walter Apen has served the Church in Guatemala for many
years as pastor, as well as president of the Ministerial
Department, and currently as president of the General
Conference in Guatemala.
Working also as the current IMC Zone 2 representative,
Walter is ideally located geographically to serve among the
countries in Central America. Watch recent conversation
with Walter Apen as interviewed by Daniel Flores:

http://imc.cog7.org/media/zone2.html
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PK: Yes, yes,
well of course,
New Zealand,
that’s exciting
where we now
have a church
in New
Zealand. And
the Philippines
has about 7,000
members.
That’s really
exciting. Then
we have just a
small handful
in Indonesia,
and as you
know, we went
Phil Kordahi discusses his hopes, aspirations as well as the challenges of
to Malaysia a
ministry work throughout the Pacific Rim, as interviewed by John Klassek
few years ago.
So it’s
JK: Pastor Phil, welcome to Conversations.
wonderful that we started off with one country, and
now we have these groups coming together. Of
PK: Thank you. I’m happy to be here.
course, it’s exciting not only to be Australia-bound
but world-bound.
JK: Going back over the years, were you called to
Christ in the context of the Church of God (Seventh
JK: What do you see as the greatest strengths
Day)? Can you tell me very briefly of your journey to throughout the Pacific Rim – within the Churches of
Christ?
God?

The Pacific Rim, Zone 6

PK: My journey came from the dark side; it sounds
like Star Wars, but it’s not. Sue and I were in a group
that dealt with demons and that, but we called them
“guides”, you know, and, God was very gracious to
my wife and me. I thank my wife as well. And, from
there we left that dark place, and I started going to
[another church] for three years, but things changed
and I was very thankful that when I left the that
church, a gentleman I only met once rang me up and
said would I like to come along to the Church of God
(Seventh Day). And, that’s when everything changed.
I was very thankful, firstly for that when I came to
the LORD there was a minister who taught “Christ” –
Jesus Christ alone. And that really helped me. That
was my basis, and when I came into the Church of
God (Seventh Day), that’s what I kept – Christ
centred, Jesus everything. You know, I was very
excited about that when I came to it.
JK: Very interesting. Over the years you have served
in various capacities within the Church of God
(Seventh Day); today you are Zone 6 representative.
Can you tell us a little about what the Pacific Rim
consists of?
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PK: The greatest strengths. Well, like I said it’s
fantastic in the Philippines with 7,000 members. But I
think the strength in the Pacific is that we’re close
together; we can communicate and travel in that area
– we don’t have to travel right across the world. I
think that helps, and, keeping that communication
going between New Zealand (I’ve just come back
from New Zealand), and we’re heading to the
Philippines soon. That’s really important to keep faceto-face communication. I’m a face-to-face person. You
know, all this technology is great but, no, I’d rather
talk to someone face to face.
JK: Absolutely. We’re having this conversation,
which is much easier to do. That’s why we have a
Super Sabbath – to get people together.
PK: And that’s what was exciting about it. And,
having a few people from overseas, just to
communicate to them that there are other churches in
the world that believe in the same thing. And are
Christ centred.
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JK: It’s almost an organic recognition of what the
Scriptures say, and then looking for a fellowship
where we can find that same journey.
PK: And, even if we don’t understand each other
with language, we have that Holy Spirit connection
with each other through Christ.
JK: What do you see as some of the challenges that
exist within the Pacific Rim?
PK: Yes, there are some big challenges there because
we’re only small in number; of course, the
Philippines is large. It’s having, really, the finances
and the people to do the work – because we’re small
in number. But, small in number can be good as well.
I was just thinking about it coming down here: the
argument is that the world is getting darker, but I
believe that while the world is getting darker and
more secular, that means that the people who love
God and are of God are getting brighter. The darker
it gets, His children get brighter. So, I am always
positive in those areas. I hear people talk about that
and say, “Oh the world is getting darker, more
secular...,” but hey, that means God’s children are
shining their light. Of course, it’s to do with being the
salt of the earth as well.
JK: It really gives weight to Jesus’ words, “You are
the light of the world.”
PK: Exactly right! So, I’m not negative in that area,
and I also think we can say that we can always try
harder.
JK: Secularism is on the rise in the Western world,
and we’re no exception to that. How do you find the
challenges with secularism affecting the journey of
the Church of God in our work to evangelise?
PK: Well, I see two areas. In Australia, wealth is
important – having cars and houses. To them it’s
more important than searching for God (where we
see the opposite overseas). I think that’s a big
problem where we have got too much and we don’t
rely on God. I once heard a minister say that “He
can’t give me anything.” And I’m thinking if a
minister is thinking that, what’s the world thinking? I
think that’s one of the big challenges. But also, I think
the challenge is for the churches – I’m not saying
we’re special, but we’re different. If we kept most of
the “churchy” things like some of the holidays and
some of the beliefs, we would have a lot more people
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– but then we wouldn’t have the truth. When God
talks about a “little flock” (which could be quite
large), I think we are on the right track. And that’s
where I think we have a bit of a problem; I always say
that I am the type of guy if I was in the one of the
mainline churches, I could really “whip them up”.
But it wouldn’t be truth! It’s just not right, and that’s
were we have that friction! But never give up, and
always keep shining your light.
JK: We’ve celebrated the Super Sabbath this weekend
with the theme of “Bible Based. Distinct, Yet
Inclusive” which is part of the ten-point vision. We’ve
had the opportunity over the past few years to share
this IMC church vision in Australia. How effective
has that sharing been?
PK: I think it has been good in our church. We
display the banner, and everyone is reading it.
Yesterday, I noticed that Pastor Hector used another
part of the ten points. I think it is very important. It
gives us a base to work on. As you know, a couple of
years ago we had a conference where we used that
theme. I think it was the best conference we’ve had.
JK: If you were given ten topics taken from the tenpoint vision and were asked to pick one that you
most easily gravitated to, which one...?
PK: First one! Christ centred, with Bible based! As
I’ve said before, I’m a “stickler” for the Word.
JK: Which one would be the least one you would
pick, perhaps noting that it takes more work, or I
have to think about it more?
PK: Witnessing! Yes, because, if we’re honest about it,
we can share easily enough, but it’s that response
from the other side. They seem to have “blocked
ears.” And that could be part of God’s understanding
and will, but we still need to share it.
JK: Does it reflect on secularism?
PK: I think so. I think so. Like I said before, why do
you need God when you have everything? You see
that the poorer a person is, the closer they are to God.
That doesn’t mean we’ve got to sell everything, but at
the same time, it’s very, very hard to encourage
somebody who has got everything in life, and are
busy, have a hobby, or they go to a club, to say to
them, “Why don’t you come to church?” “Why don’t
you want to listen to what Jesus wants you to know?”
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“What about eternal life?” “No – why worry about it
now?” Even Christians say that sometimes. “Lord,
don’t come back until I’ve paid my house off.” I’ve
heard that said!
JK: Society and the world have impacted parts of the
body of Christ, rather than the church being the
pioneer of reflecting Christ to the world.
PK: Yeah. “Lord, let me get my university degree
first!”
JK: So, throughout the Churches of God in the
Pacific Rim, what do you see as the greatest need?
Other, than of course, being finances?
PK: Well, I think people. But also I think if we have
more people, we can do more things. I think the
greatest need is trying to share with other churches
and other countries that we have to be a bit more
united and understanding in what the ten points are.
JK: Looking now towards the next five or ten years,
what’s your personal vision throughout the Pacific
Rim – that you would like to personally see?
PK: I want to see Australia grow. We’ve just had the
opportunity of a young man from New South Wales
who is very eager, where we’re hoping to look at
starting a group there. I’d like to see that we grow in
areas like Fiji and on some of the smaller islands.
We’ve had some responses from those areas, but it
didn’t seem to go anywhere. I look at it this way.
Where the LORD will take us, we’ll go. So maybe,
my vision is, “LORD, show us the way.” Sometimes
we try to make the way, and try to push it that way
and it doesn’t work. Maybe what we should be
praying in Australia for (we’re very blessed in that
we’ve had more finances than other countries, and
we’ve helped in that way), but I think it comes down
to asking the LORD to show us the way.

they’ve been very supportive. In Adelaide church I
think hopefully you’ve seen that. Not only
encouraging them, but they’ve just finished an Old
Testament course. So, I’m encouraging the younger
people to then encourage other younger people. I
think that’s the way we want to go. The youth are
standing up and being counted. We hope that will
grow and grow – and you know what, they’ll be
bringing more people into the church than the oldies.
JK: I think there’s a message in it for all of us. Pastor
Phil, thank you very much for your comments. I
really appreciate it, and may God bless, strengthen
you and encourage you.
PK: Thank you, John. Thank you.
This is an edited version of the interview.

Watch the full interview,
and many other videos at
http://imc.cog7.org/video.html

Strengthening doctrinal unity.
Building a stronger, global church federation.
Theological training, translation, & visitation.
Equipping missions. Church assistance.
Engaging world evangelism.

JK: A final question. One of the challenges we face in
many of the Churches of God is the attrition of youth
to a secularised world. Do you have that burden in
your heart to minister and reach to the youth of the
day into the next generation, preparing them to take
over from where we’ve left off?
PK: I’m getting old. I’m trying to encourage the
youth to encourage the youth. And sometimes the
youth listen to each other, more than perhaps an old
fellow like me. I’m hoping I can be encouraging. As
you’ve seen, there are youth in the church, and
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CRISTO
VIENE
A Ministry of the Church of God (Seventh Day)

D

ear members of the body of
Christ. In this second issue of IMC

News, we share the good news of
what God allows us to do through missionary
pastor and evangelist Jorge Forero in the city of
Bogotá, Colombia.
Hired by the international ministry of Cristo
Viene in January 2014, El Hno. Forero fulfills a
very significant task since he has had to
combine his evangelistic work with the
pastorate, as well as with the administration of
the national Church in Colombia.
Br Forero is married to Julia Margarita and the
father of two children, Jorge Andrés (21) and
Valentina (16). All are involved in evangelistic
work. Besides his pastoral work in the Church
of Bogotá and as Vice President of the National
Government, Br. Forero also collaborates with
two other congregations located in the cities of
Bucaramanga and Villavicencio.
In Bogotá, together with other Church leaders,
they have been working for several years on the

“Sol de Justicia” social
ministry, where
children marginalized
from society are fully
cared for.
In Bro. Forero’s position
as head pastor of the
Church in Bogotá, God has allowed him to give
stability and identity to the congregation that,
during the decade of the 90s, lost many members
by the so-called Neo Pentecostal Movement.
Now the Church is beginning to experience some
growth with twelve new active members, as well
as with a number of supporters.
Another great achievement of the Church in
Colombia was the establishment of the first
congregation of the Church of God in Venezuela.
For more than 15 years, the Cristo Viene
missionary José Caballero worked for this
purpose that by God’s grace is now a reality.
May we continue to pray for all our missionaries
and evangelists around the world.

Ramon Ruiz
President

COLOMBIA
IMC News
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Continued from page 2

The Lord’s Supper
Participating in this commemoration means that
we are united and that we recognise ourselves as
brothers, since we are all children of the same
heavenly Father. It means that we are united and
accept each other, just as God accepts us all. It
means that we are united in the same mind and
with unison of voice, because we have all been
called by Christ to be members of His body.
What we are talking about is not a human
philosophy, nor is it an unattainable dream. It is a
commandment and an example of Christ for his
church. Our Lord said:
“That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in
Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in
Us, that the world may believe that You sent
Me.” (John 17:21 NKJV)
In other words, the unity within the church reflects
the unity that exists between the Father and the
Son. As Jesus iterated, the purpose for this unity is
for the world to believe in the gospel of Christ.
Ramon Ruiz
President

The Bible Advocate magazine has been the Church’s
flagship publication from the United States and Canada
over many years, heralding the Bible as God’s
authoritative word in all matters of practice and faith.
Doctrine, Christian Living, Ethics, Q&A, Mission and
Ministry all find their place within these pages, posted to
your letterbox, or downloaded directly to your
computer or media device.
Download your free copy from http://baonline.org
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Fellowship in

A

Rome

s you read this, I bring greetings
to you from our church in Rome!

For over ten years, I had an earnest desire to travel to
Europe. By the grace of God, an opportunity came up
that made this dream come true. I would, however,
be faced with the challenge of travelling overseas on
my own.

With high hopes and some fears, I booked my solo
trip to Rome, Italy in November. As I was preparing
for the trip, my friend Mary recommended that I see
if there was a CoG7 church in Rome that I could visit.
I thought it was a great idea, and with Bryan
Cleeton’s help, I located the nearest church, which
was an hour away from the city of Rome.
I put the visit in my itinerary, and on Saturday
November 24, I made my trip to the church.
Although I took two buses and one tram to get there,
the destination was more than worth it! There is
something about sharing the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ that breaks all barriers. The the service was in
Italian and Romanian, but I was blessed with the
support from two sisters, Jennifer Agneta Pop and

Mara Armenean, who knew enough English to
translate the message and conversations. This
transformed a group of “strangers” who don't speak
the same language, into family!
After the service, we went to Pastor Daniel’s home for
a potluck, and experienced firsthand the warmth and
generosity from our brethren in Italy. The
congregation in Rome mainly consists of brethren
originally from Romania. They gather at a small
location (garage) and have been there for about 15
years. Unfortunately, the congregation loses members
from time to time, as people return to Romania due to
lack of employment in Italy. The brethren who
remain in Rome drive an hour or so to get to their
church location.
I found so much encouragement in visiting the
church as much as they did from my visit, and
promised I would send their greetings as well as lift
them in prayer. If you are reading this, I ask to please
keep Pastor Daniel and the
congregation in your prayers.

Ruth Martinez serves
as Young Adult Coordinator
and lives in Southern California, USA
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T

History Sabbath
Guyana 2019

he Church of God (Seventh Day)
Guyana Conference in
South America celebrated 44

years at History Sabbath 2019.
This gathering was held 16-18 February
under the theme “Going to the Next
Level”. Our vision is to be adaptable to
the current societal challenges and
remain relevant as a Church.
History Sabbath is a time when saints
come together from across the nation to
celebrate the rich heritage of the Church
of God (Seventh Day). At this occasion,
we emphasize the vision of the National
Church, provide training for our leaders,
and fellowship for all saints, including
our children and youths.
The Guyana chapter officially became a
member of the IMC in 1992 when we
sent our first representative to the
congress in Corpus Christi in Texas,
USA. The group here has since been
faithfully believing and practising the
doctrine as handed down by the IMC.
Our conference has, over the years,
expanded its branches across the length
and breadth of Guyana and this has
given birth to many legitimate and
associated groups. As part of our
mission, the doctrines and beliefs of the
Church of God (Seventh Day) have
reached many areas on the coast lands
and parts of the hinterland regions. This
evangelistic drive was greatly supported
by the supplies of literature in the form
of tracts, advocates and quarterlies
received from the IMC. It is our desire to
continue this partnership as we seek to
collectively take the gospel to all nations.

Pastor Troy Christopher
Chairman, National Board of Directors
Church of God (Seventh Day) Guyana
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P

astors in Mizoram, India, gathered for a
pastors and evangelists retreat in late
January this year.

The two-day annual Pastoral Retreat was held
at the Khatla church building in Aizawl in
Mizoram, northern India, and was presented by
three facilitators. Among the participants were
five pastors and three evangelists. Topics
discussed included leadership and
administration.
The Church is growing financially and
spiritually, with the Lord adding new believers
every year.

MIZORAM, INDIA
Pastors Sangpuia Chinza and C Liansanga

Calendar
Looking ahead...
Lord’s Supper
18 April 2019
Philippines General Conference
21-28 April 2019
US General Convention
“Compelled by Love”
1-6 July 2019
Mexico Council
“Show us the Way”
14-20 July 2019
Guatemala National
Evangelisation Convention
“In His Name”
25-28 July 2019
We invite you to submit your
upcoming national church event for
inclusion in our Calendar feature.
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ANDHRA PRADESH, INDIA

E

lder Jacob Rao conducted a special meeting with
pastors at Tanuku, West Godavari District, Andhra
Pradesh, on April 4, 2019, about 30 km from
Palakollu, WG District, to discuss and finalise the
arrangements for the annual Lord’s Supper service, which
will be held on Thursday, 18 April 2019 just after sunset.
Plans include to have the combined Lord’s Supper Service
at 9 different villages and congregations. Meetings begin
from 17-19 April and planned events include preparation,
baptisms, the Lord’s Supper Communion, and meditation
from the seven words of Jesus while on the cross.
Jacob Rao
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Baptised
into Christ
in St Martin

Baptisms in Tanzania
The results witnessed
during our recent visit in
Rorya prove themselves
that the LORD God is
indeed requiring us to
travel an extra mile for
His glory. He has a lot of
people to save there. Our
utmost effort is needed.
God is working for us
behind the scenes.

On 3 March 2019 in St Martin,
three people were baptised. Ms.
Brenda E Emilien, Mr. Gary A
Violenes and Ms. Valencia U
Violenes-Carty have been
preparing for this milestone event
over the past year.
Josephine Saban

Due to drought we could
not baptize people in
Sudi, Randa, Tanu and
Nyarambo. We shall go
there for this project in
June when sufficient
water is available for the
baptismal service.
Sosthenes Mujungu

MEDIA
Watch newly uploaded video. Pastor Jason
Overman explores why we need to be Christ
centred. Spanish translation by Pastor
Daniel Flores. 43 min.
IMC Zone 2 Convention, Belize, Central
America, March 2019.

http://imc.cog7.org/media/cc.html
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Ramon Ruiz
President, Mexico/USA

John Klassek
Secretary, Australia

Bryan Cleeton
Executive Director, USA

Lawyer Obara
Treasurer, Nigeria

Whaid Rose
1st Vice President, USA

Jorge Gillig
2nd V President, Argentina

The five IMC Officers, elected for a four-year term, and the Executive Director, often
meet via video conference as well as utilise other media to serve the church with a
varied and innovative agenda during their service. The Church of God (Seventh Day) is
steadily growing throughout the world, with new churches, numerous baptisms, and a
renewed vision for a healthy and vibrant church that reflects its head, Jesus Christ.

Media &
Communications
IMC officers and committee members regularly
meet via video conference to further the work
of the church. Pictured above, in a Media and
Communications policy development meeting
on 27 March 2019, are Robert Onsando
(Kenya), John Klassek (Australia), Bryan
Cleeton (US), Shamas Pervais (Pakistan),
Jamin Teran Trujillo (US), Ramon Ruiz
(Mexico), TT Malaba (Zimbabwe), Daniel
Flores (US), and Jason Overman (US). This
team brings together experience with media
and communication, and together are working
to further benefit the church’s vision of greater
evangelism and discipleship.
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Lord’s Supper
18 April 2019

International Ministerial Congress
of the Church of God (Seventh Day)
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