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elcome to the third edition of
IMC News, a quarterly magazine
voluntarily produced to share the
good news of God’s gracious work

The leadership of Jesus in our church community is
manifest throughout the teamwork and voluntary
sacrifice of so many. We appreciate the
ambassadorship of the Zone representatives. We
appreciate national conference leaders and their
Christ-like leadership. We express appreciation for
those working in various IMC committees. We are
grateful for every local fellowship, using their gifts for
God’s glory. We also thankful for your prayers, as we
all have a testimony emanating from the
righteousness and joy of knowing Jesus Christ.
The IMC convenes every four years to effect the
business of the church, to receive national reports,
elect team members, and plan to meet the needs of
the church internationally. Our current team has been
very productive with pioneering steps helping us into
the stewardship of our Heavenly Father’s will.
We’re delighted to announce that the next Congress
planned for 2020 will be held on the African continent
in the host country Nigeria. Preparations are now
underway.
We urge conferences to begin selecting delegates
and observers; to ensure financial planning by
dedicating savings to defray travel expenses; and to
ensure that all delegates have current passports valid
for at least six months prior to travel.
Please pray that the Lord Jesus Christ would continue
to strengthen, guide and provide, according to our
Heavenly Father’s will, in all
aspects of our internationally
shared journey.
In Jesus’ name,
John Klassek
Secretary
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Ministry of

A

t the initiative of the women of
the church in Nicaragua, the Garden of

Eden Ministry was founded in April 2003
with the purpose of feeding marginalized
children who suffer from the lack of care by their
parents.

As a result of the church’s testimony due to
evangelising, in 2005 the first six baptisms took place
and a congregation was established. The Garden of
Eden, by the grace of God, is sustained by the
financial support that comes from the General
Conference of the Church in the United States and
Canada, and particularly from the Anderson family.
Thanks also to the voluntary work of many church
families who attend to the daily cleaning,
maintaining the facilities and cover many
other needs associated with the dining
facility.

Saturday. Most of them are orphans and in extreme
poverty. In addition to the daily lunch, they are also
offered Bible studies, recreation and psychological
care by professionals in the field. Today there are 60
requests for children to receive this support, which is
why more funding is being sought.
During all these years, many men and women as
servants of God have left their Christian mark on the
lives of these children. The current administrators are:
Pastor Yasser Rodríguez and his wife Ángela Jarquín,
supported by the brothers Danilo Dolores Aguirre
and his wife Antonia Urbina, always with the support
of the congregation at El Porvenir.

In the last three years the Garden of Eden
Ministry has built three classrooms, a
kitchen, a parking lot, and a recreation area
that includes a basketball court and slides, in
addition to the perimeter walls of the
property.
Currently the children’s dining room serves
around forty children from Monday to
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The 62nd National Conference of the Church of God
(Seventh Day) in Opol, Mindanao in the Philippines, was
held on 21-27 April 2019, with many travelling great
distances to participate.

Music consisted of hymn singing, a youth band and
vocalists, and several choirs which participated in a
singing contest. A children's choir with over a hundred
children sang several songs on the Sabbath.

This year's convention theme was “Right Behaviour of
the Church of God.” Daily programs consisted of early
morning devotion and worship, with preaching
focussed on pastor-youth relationships, spouse
expectations, parent-children behaviour, and the holy
character of the church. Zone 6 representative, Phil
Kordahi, attended with IMC Secretary, John Klassek,
both from Australia.

Total attendance was over 700 people. An elderly lady
of 88 years was honoured for attending every
convention over the past 62 years. Many commented
on just how inspiring the conference was. The elderly
were honoured for their long-time faithfulness over
many years, and a brief synopsis of the church's history
beginning in 1938 was presented.

Events also included a mass wedding of three couples,
14 pastoral ordinations and commissioning of other
service roles, the dedication of the children, as well as
the baptism of 21 young people.

The church is now looking to expand her mission field
to the city of Manila, beginning with a long-time Sister
Perlita Valdez, who is now visiting brethren in Manila to
begin planting a church. President Ramos Benvenidos
followed up with a visit in May.
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21 Baptisms

Sabbath Worship

Celebrating

Global Church Administration
The IMC in session in 2016 (Argentina)
adopted a resolution calling for the
appointment of a committee which
would put together a plan for the
creation of Global Church
Administration to be presented to the
2020 Congress.
That committee was assigned – Bryan
Cleeton (USA), Paulo Coelho
(Portugal), Robert Crawford (UK), John
Klassek (Australia), Tluang Kung
(Myanmar), Whaid Rose (USA), Ramon
Ruiz (USA) – and has been hard at
work.

You can support the committee’s work
through prayer for wisdom and
direction. You can also prepare to
respond to correspondence that will
be directed to national conferences
and zones in the coming months
soliciting relevant information and
feedback.
We are one church, with a global
reach, serving one Lord, with one
passion.
Gratefully,
Whaid Rose (Committee Chair)
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Zone 1 Working Cruise

O

n Sunday,
March 31,
2019, three

CoG7 couples, Calvin
and Barbara Burrell
(Stayton, Oregon),
Whaid and Marjolene
Rose (Denver, North
Carolina), and Karell
and Barbara Wilson
(Jamaica), travelled to

Puerto Rico to begin their
seven-day voyage aboard
Royal Caribbean’s Liberty
of the Seas.
The occasion was a Zone 1 working cruise, aimed at
strengthening old friendships and making new ones
among CoG7 brethren throughout the Caribbean.
They made stops in St. Kitts, Antigua, St. Lucia,
Barbados, and St. Martin, and on their way back to
the USA, they enjoyed a delightful visit
with new contacts in Puerto Rico.
With the exception of Barbados, their
visits throughout the region were met
with much warmth and enthusiasm
and a stated desire to collaborate in the
interest of the gospel, even across
conference boundaries (many of the
churches throughout the region are
oriented toward the Jerusalem branch
of the Church). Conference literature,
hymnals, Bibles and other materials
were distributed, and Sabbath activities
in St. Martin on April 6 served as the
perfect ending to this long-to-beremembered venture.
Pastors Whaid Rose, Karell Wilson and Elder Calvin
Burrell serve the IMC’s Zone 1 as a team to help
coordinate the work and to encourage churches and
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conferences in North America and the Englishspeaking Caribbean. Each of them (and their wives)
believe that this mission cruise, with its effort to meet
people, make new friends, and share CoG7’s vision
for a vibrant 21st-century church, will bear good fruit.
What they learned in the Caribbean will help them
shape a strategy for serving that
area better in the future.
The effort was privately funded.
No funds – from the International
Ministerial Congress, the General
Conference nor any CoG7 local
church – were used for this
missions cruise.
Now the team waits to see how
the Lord will bless those seeds
sown. Join them in this prayer.
Better yet, consider how you
might be part of the answer to
this prayer.

Calvin Burrell
Whaid Rose
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Men’s Retreat,
SWD. Texas USA

B

y God’s grace, who makes all
things possible, the men of the
Southwest District in the USA met
for a men's spiritual retreat. This was held
at a venue called Camp Texas.

Attended by more than two hundred men, the
profoundly moving themes
were titled: “The True Path”
and “Fishers of Men,”
Speakers and facilitators were
brothers Loren Stacy,
president of the General
Conference of the Church in
the USA and Canada, Israel
Steinmetz, dean of Academic
Affairs for Artios Christian
College, and Ramón Ruiz,
president of the International
Ministerial Congress.
We thank God for the blessing
experienced at this event,
bringing together a greater
commitment and upbuilding
for all who attended.
Ramon Ruiz

“

Support the work of the International Ministerial Congress of
the Church of God (Seventh Day) that provides leadership
training, funding to missionaries, the ongoing work of doctrinal
unity and integrity, translation of literature, as well as church
administration counsel. Thank you!

IMC Annual Sabbath
is planned for
2 November 2019

https://imc.cog7.org:4443/donate.html
IMC News
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Church in Indonesia

I

arrived at the Manado
airport on Monday,

April 29 in the afternoon.
Alfred Anders and his family met
me with a very warm welcome.
That evening we had a lovely meal
together at their favorite
restaurant.
Tuesday morning we travelled to
the village of Tately outside of
Manado to meet some of the
brethren at the home of Eddy and
his wife Kelly. They have invited
Alfred to hold Sabbath services on
a regular basis in their home.
There were about 10 of us,
including children at the house
church. We worshipped in song
with keyboard and guitar. They
are very musically gifted at that
church and have wonderful voices.
I had the honor to preach a sermon
on “Praising God in Prayer and
Worship.” The brethren were very
friendly and supportive towards a
house church.
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On Wednesday we travelled to
Alfred’s home and I met a few of
his neighbours over lunch. I
showed them a short video
entitled “Hello Indonesia” from
Louisa who is in the Adelaide
church. She sent them greetings
from Australia and a small
encouraging message in
Indonesian. They all loved it!
Alfred seems to be much liked in
his village. He and his wife have a
small business at home selling a
variety of products, including
stationary to the school down the
road.
In the afternoon we visited a
Christian Elderly Citizens Club,
where Alfred is the Chairman.
They have a membership of 157;
30 of the members attended the
meeting. The club is situated in a
small building in the main street
of the village. The members made
me feel very welcome and eagerly

listened to my sermon on “Can
God Trust Us?” It is encouraging
to see Alfred working with the
elderly and sharing the Word of
God with them.
The time I spent with the brethren
over those few days, was uplifting
and I truly felt the Spirit of God
amongst them. I look forward to
the future, working with Alfred
and the brethren as they increase
throughout Indonesia with the
Lord’s guidance and
to His glory!

Phil Kordahi
IMC Zone 6
Alfred Ander is pictured in the House
Church group photo as third from left.
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Yangon Youth Bible Club
Myanmar

This is Yangon Youth Bible Club, of the
Church of God (Seventh Day) in Myanmar.
The Yangon Youth Bible Club was recently
organised. (The above photo is minus two
participants.) Weekly Bible study happens on
every Thursday and Friday night from 5 - 8
PM in the church building.
The field of study is focused on CoG7
Doctrinal Beliefs, Bible Geography,
Expository Preaching, Christian Ethics, Basic
Theology, Economy, Music, Agriculture, and
Cooking. Every youth is to contribute 7000
MMK per month at the minimum level. And
the club is to raise funds by selling items like
stationary three times a year.
The funds targeted will go to youth Bible
camps determined to be in the form of soul
winning programs in the Mindat and Kalay
region next year.
Contributions for a sound system to be used
for evangelism will be greatly welcome and
appreciated. Stirred up by the recent Bible
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camping in the Mindat region and the result
it brought to the church, YYBC - CoG7 is born
and determined to be the Lord’s instruments
and His church, not just for a year or two, but
till the Lord returns!
Tluang Kung

“

Though thy
beginning
was small,
yet thy latter end
should greatly
increase.

”

(Job 8:7, KJV)
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A Sabbath in

Paris

Stephanie, and kids, Tabitha and Isaac, leaned into
the wind, umbrellas in hand, and walked up the
wrong street. We explored all six before finding our
way — a half hour late — to the big double doors at
120, where Brother Jean Marc was waiting and
waving for us.

With warm embraces and a kiss on each cheek, we
were ushered across a courtyard and into the
building where worship was already underway.
Greeted and seated by Deacon Simion, we made
rance is renowned for its churches
ourselves comfortable. With the service held in
and cathedrals, and I admit that as French, Jean Marc's sister, Fabienne, was kind enough
a Christian and armchair historian, to translate for us. I will not soon forget her
irrepressible smile as she communicated the
I’m fascinated by them.
proceedings. The music was led by
Sister Roselyne, with two brothers
On a recent vacation to Paris, two weeks
accompanying on guitars. Though we
I realized midway
after the fire at Notre Dame, my family
did not recognize the songs, I realized
got to visit a few of the centuries-old
through one
midway through one lovely hymn that
Gothic wonders, witnessing their
lovely hymn
where our Lord Jesus is praised,
awesome beauty firsthand. Their ability
language is no barrier at all. We were
that where
to move and inspire with vaulted glass
at home.
our Lord Jesus
and stone is undeniable. But as great as
is praised,
that was, the real highlight of our trip
The service proceeded with someone
was the Sabbath we spent in worship
language is
from each family standing to read a
and fellowship with a small
no barrier at all.
scripture or request a song. We were
congregation of Christian believers at
invited to participate. I read my
We were at home.
120 Boulevard Voltaire.
daughter's favorite text, one much on

F

It was only a short subway ride from
our apartment on the Seine to Voltaire, but the rainy
morning and our unfamiliarity with the area made
finding the church difficult. Exiting the “tube” at a
roundabout where six streets converged, my wife,
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my mind: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Verse
17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.” Here was
a “new creation” moment. Although strangers to us,
in Christ, and in this place, we were family.
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A break before the preaching service allowed us to
introduce ourselves. Most of the congregation spoke
English fairly well. Our “Bonjour, mon frere” got us
by. Each one greeted us with a kiss on each cheek.
Back home, we hug or shake hands at church. I like
the French way!
Before the sermon, Pastor Phedre gave me the
opportunity to share greetings from the Church of
God in North America and to talk about the Bible
Advocate. I passed out some copies and was asked
when the French version would be available.
Pastor Potorel preached from Malachi 3 and Proverbs
3 on fearing and honoring the Lord in all things,
especially our resources. The Sabbath message was
consistent with the tone of the whole service: grateful
and reverent.
We chanced to visit the day they held their Lord's
Supper. Taking communion with these sweet
brothers and sisters was a special experience and
sealed our fellowship. Next came lunch. I can't call it
potluck; this is Paris, after all. We were all seated at a
set table, and Deacon Simion and his brother
Christian served. Six courses! First a salad. Next,
quiche. This was followed by curried chicken with
beans and rice. The fourth course was cheese. Fruit

was fifth. By the time dessert was served, I was too
stuffed to eat it. They wrapped our cake and tart, and
we took them back with us.
Table time like this anticipates the kingdom of God
better than anything else we do as fellow disciples of
Christ. They wanted to know all about our church
and life in in the US, and we wanted to know all
about life in France. Bible, politics, food, and culture:
We talked about it all. I remember the laughter most
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of all. We laughed and laughed as we told stories and
got to know each other. The joy and hospitality were
tremendous.
We said our goodbyes and
made our way up
Boulevard Voltaire to the
subway. The street name
made me smile. The French
philosopher Voltaire was a
famous critic of
Christianity. He reviled the
Bible, in particular, and
predicted that within a
hundred years it would be
forgotten. Our Sabbath in
Paris is evidence to the
contrary. The people of the
Book are alive and well in
Paris. There at “120” is a living cathedral — not of
glass and stone but of grace and truth that is in Jesus
Christ

Jason Overman
BA Editor
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