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United in Christ

T
he theme for our upcoming IMC 
Annual Sabbath on 2 November 
2019 is “United in Christ.” It is 

perhaps the most significant attribution that 
identifies us as a church. There is nothing else in 
our Spirit-formed equation that ranks with the 
preeminence of Jesus.

Our heavenly Father calls us to Jesus, and Jesus 
invites us into fellowship with Himself. Within the 
scriptural narrative, we repeatedly hear His familiar 
words of, “Come to Me.”

This deep and personal Christ centredness should 
engage and empower us with a clear identity of who 
we are, what our collective vision is, and how we 
embrace this reality in the everyday moments of life.

But not everyone is as willing as we might expect. 
The disciples initially baulked at the little children 
coming to Jesus. Then there were the Pharisees, who 
refused, in Jesus’ words, to “come to Me.” As the 
church grew and spread, some churches existed 
without Jesus, as was the church in Laodicea. Here 
we see Jesus outside the church environment, 
knocking, calling and beckoning those who might be 
listening into the closest of fellowship. It’s confronting 
to read Jesus’ description of those who refused to 
embrace His offer.

In Jesus’ name,

Thank you for your partnership 
in Jesus Christ, in whose name 
we’re united and whose 
purpose compels us. 

The IMC Annual Sabbath is an opportunity to again 
celebrate the unity we have in Christ. It’s an 
opportunity to pray for our local congregations, our 
pastors, our missionaries and those labouring in 
outreach, translation, media, and church projects. It’s 
also an opportunity to contribute financially to the 
needs of the international church so that we may 
better embrace the work of doctrinal unity, 
evangelism, visitation, administration, and training. 

Photo of youth at the US General 
Conference featuring the theme of 
“Compelled by Love”. 

Photo by Jamin Teran.
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Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, 
Copyright © 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977,1995 by The 
Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
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July 25-28, 2019
Guatemala Evangelism Convention, 

Located at the El Fiscal Convention Centre owned by 
the Church of God and with the attendance of more 
than 600 evangelists from the 17 districts of the 
country, this significant meeting of theological biblical 
reflection took place, focusing on the exciting theme of 
the Mission of the Church under the motto, “In His 
Name.” The national expositors were: David Villanueva, Hugo 

Villanueva, and Cristobal Guzman, as well as Pastor 
Ramón Ruiz Garza (IMC president).

Delegates and evangelism leaders from neighbouring 
countries in Zone 2 (such as Belize, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica) participated. Today the 
Church in Guatemala represents a good model of 
evangelistic work, unity, and faithful commitment to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory.

“ IMC Annual Sabbath
is planned for

2 November 2019

https://imc.cog7.org:4443/donate.html

Support the work of the International Ministerial Congress of 
the Church of God (Seventh Day). The IMC provides leadership 
training, funding to missionaries, the ongoing work of doctrinal 
unity and integrity, translation of literature, as well as church 

administration counsel. Thank you!

The General Conference of the Church of God 
(Seventh Day) celebrated its convention in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1-6 July 2019. The 
theme of the convention was “Compelled by 
Love” and was well attended. It featured morning 
devotionals, business sessions attending to 

amendments, national 
board elections, youth 
activities, special 
offerings, and evening 
worship services which 
were livestreamed. The 
next convention planned 
for 2021 will be hosted in 
Covington, Kentucky.
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The new members of the General Executive Council 
and the Board of Directors were appointed. For the 
executive, the following ministers were reelected: 
Israel Delgado Sánchez as president, Raúl Quintero 

The National Council of the Church of 
God (Seventh Day) was held in the city of 
Cuernavaca, Morelos in Mexico from July 14 to 
20, 2019.

In the administrative session the following were 
attended to: amendments to the Statutes and 
Conciliar Regulations; definition of the work lines 
for the commemoration of the first hundred years 
of life of the Church of God in this country. Among 
other activities, an Extraordinary Council will be 
carried out in the City of Saltillo Coahuila, cradle of 
the Church in Mexico.

Ancona as secretary and Mario Alberto Hernández 
Alvarado as treasurer.

The Church Declaration on the subject of Human 
Migration and, Biblical and Pastoral Perspective for 
the Church of the 21st Century were also approved.

The meeting was attended by 420 delegates, and, 
at the closing ceremony, a 
total of approximately 800 
believers who registered were 
present.

Regarding theological issues: “The Origin of Evil” 
was discussed and resolved, with some 
improvements to the content of the Doctrinal 
Foundation in this section. 

National Council Mexico

Ramon Ruiz
IMC President
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IMC Annual Sabbath Event

Another year has slipped by, and we have every 
reason to give God thanks and praise, as well as to 
humbly acknowledge the diversity of activity and 
ministry happening within our fellowships and 
beyond.

 sincere and dedicated “Thank Ayou” to all who have worked 
reliably and tirelessly in various 

service roles within the Church around the 
world over the past year or so.

We have worked to improve communication among 
our teams, Zone representative and national 
conferences. We thank God also for the work in 
improving administrative procedures with the 
development of improved policies and plans to 
better accommodate the work of the Lord.

The creation of IMC News is another milestone. We 
hope this magazine is a blessing to you in better 
appreciating God's good work among us, and 
further recognising the need to more actively 
partner in the vision Christ has for the Church.

Several things of note come to mind here. Our 
various internationally composed IMC committees 
have been progressively developing their 
responsibilities and terms of reference in an orderly 
and collaborative manner throughout the past year - 
much of which is in readiness for the next congress 
session to be held in Nigeria in November, 2020. On 
that note, thanks to those directly involved in the 
planning of the next congress session. There's still 
much to do, of course, but the excitement is 
building already!

Thanks also to members of our translation team 
who promptly attend to the various requests for 
translation. You may have noticed a more developed 
media awareness that is beginning to be reflected 
on our Facebook pages as well as our website – with 
new subtitled videos produced during the course of 
the past year.

This year our local church leaders have access to 
various resources including presentations, news 
items and videos – all giving insight into the unique 
part of the body of Christ we're privileged to share 
in.

In Jesus name,

A sincere and special thanks to our missions teams 
working in various places around the world, often in 
difficult environs. Thank you for your prayers for 
their safety and continued blessing.

These and more we celebrate, in the name of Jesus, 
as we take stock of who we are, what our calling is, 
and how we navigate the age in which we live. Thus, 
the theme for this year's IMC Annual Sabbath is 
“United in Christ”. This special day acknowledging 
God's work among us internationally is planned for 2 
November 2019. It's an opportunity to thank God for 
His good work among us, and to recognise the 
needs of our growing church community 
throughout the world.

In the light of our shared journey, we're also asking 
your generous participation in our annual offering. 
Please contribute prayerfully. Most of the workers 
throughout the IMC are volunteers. At this time we 
do not have the resources to recompense their work. 
We however walk in faith, knowing that the Lord 
provides the needs of those He calls into fellowship 
and discipleship. May we be united in Christ, and 
always work as good stewards of His grace. 

On behalf of the International Ministerial Congress,

John Klassek
Secretary

Ramon Ruiz
President

Bryan Cleeton
Executive Director
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he Church of God (Seventh Day) 

Tcame to Nigeria in 1939 through 
the work of the late Bishop Benjamin I 

Tikili, and in the years since then has grown, 
despite various challenges, from strength to strength, 
to the glory of God.

Contributing significantly to the development of the 
Nigeria National Conference were the visits of the 
Zone 5 Africa representative, Robert Ikechukwu 
Crawford in 2010, 2011 and 2012. We are grateful for 
Robert's work on behalf of the International 
Ministerial Congress. In 2010 the Nigeria National 
Conference was represented at the Kenya, East Africa 
Convention, as well as the more recent regional 
convention in Ghana in 2018 as a part of our 
contribution to Unite Africa for Christ.

This year, 2019, marked the eighty-year anniversary 
of the Church of God (Seventh Day) in Nigeria, 
which is mostly located in the south and 
southeastern part of the country, with an estimated 
membership of 10,000.

In 2013 we were blessed to host the Zone 5 Africa 
Regional Convention in Omoku, Rivers State. It was 
well attended by the brethren in Nigeria, as well as 
from other parts of the world, including Whaid Rose 
from the US. The convention theme was “Celebrating 
Our Unity in Christ,” which was a huge success.

The Nigeria National Conference solicits your prayers 
as a part of the International Ministerial Congress to 
take the gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ to more places 
before His return.

In Abuja, the capital of Nigeria, we are working with 
a newly planted church to reach out to those whose 
presence is no longer felt especially from the Enugu 
Conference.

The Nigeria National Conference has four state 
conferences under the current leadership of Pastor 
Monday Elechi, who was elected to this service role in 
June this year. The four conferences are: Rivers 
Conference led by Pastor Kingdom E Isirima, Abia 
Conference led by evangelist J Ohuaba, Akwa Cross 
Conference led by Pastor J D Ekah, and the Akwa 
Ibom Conference led by Pastor M J Akpan.

The church in Nigeria is eagerly waiting to host the 
International Ministerial Congress in November 16-20 
next year, and preparations for this are now 
underway. Nigeria is a fertile ground for God’s 
Word, and we look forward to the presence of the 
International Ministerial Congress in 2020 as a further 
stimulus for the growth and expansion of the gospel 
message.

Pastor Monday Elechi
National Conference Overseer
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Media &
Communications

Many of our churches are already regularly livestreaming Sabbath 
services. We have numerous active social media pages. Some 
conferences have devoted funds to produce regular video content. 
WhatsApp church groups have also become popular.

The International Ministerial Congress is working on developing a 
stronger media presence throughout the world. This was initiated by 
developing suitable policy guidelines, as well as the recent 
formation of a Media and Communications team. This will assist the 
Church internationally to become more effective in sharing the 
gospel message via media, as well as generally benefit content 
delivery and communication throughout our churches internationally. 

Over the past three years, the IMC website (http://imc.cog7.org) has 
also featured regular new embedded videos. Make sure you 
bookmark our website, and share this information with your local 
church.

Although over many years we have had access to significant 
resources such as booklets, the BA magazine and various books, we 
also have sensed a need to better utilise multimedia such as video 
content and social media. 

http://imc.cog7.org

https://baonline.org

The magazine features biblically relevant articles from a 
variety of authors, with the current edition exploring the 
“Great Commission”.

The magazine is available to all who request it. The BA is 
online and may be downloaded in PDF format. The BA 
magazine is currently in English and translated into Spanish.

The Bible Advocate magazine has recently updated its 
website, featuring easier navigation and a responsive design 
suitable for mobile devices.



Your generous donations 

support the International 

Ministerial Congress 

working for:

Theological Training

Doctrinal unity

Counsel & Fellowship 

Church Administration

Literature Translation

World Evangelism

Ministry Support

http://imc.cog7.org


